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About the Survey

The rising concerns of online safety issues like - online harassment,The rising concerns of online safety issues like - online harassment,
bullying, negative online experiences, limit the youth's (especiallybullying, negative online experiences, limit the youth's (especially
women) willingness and ability to express themselves on onlinewomen) willingness and ability to express themselves on online
platforms. According to the platforms. According to the UNDP reportUNDP report 2019, the boom in usage of 2019, the boom in usage of
digital platforms for expression has given rise to a great cause ofdigital platforms for expression has given rise to a great cause of
concern. The representation of women and girls on these platformsconcern. The representation of women and girls on these platforms
lags significantly behind men and boys, in India. Among the youth sociallags significantly behind men and boys, in India. Among the youth social
media users, the majority of 78% are men while only 22% are femalemedia users, the majority of 78% are men while only 22% are female
(UNDP).(UNDP).

Centre for Social Research in collaboration with Twitter India is reachingCentre for Social Research in collaboration with Twitter India is reaching
out to youth across India, we seek to empower young women and menout to youth across India, we seek to empower young women and men
in their engagement in the civic dialogue on social media and alsoin their engagement in the civic dialogue on social media and also
influence policy development on issues of digital gender equality.influence policy development on issues of digital gender equality.
Through our workshops, we encourage everyone to use onlineThrough our workshops, we encourage everyone to use online
platforms for combating difficult situations and take the measures toplatforms for combating difficult situations and take the measures to
keep themselves safe and healthy while engaging in the digital worldkeep themselves safe and healthy while engaging in the digital world
and train students in all aspects of safety and security and teach themand train students in all aspects of safety and security and teach them
about tools/techniques that can help them combat online difficultabout tools/techniques that can help them combat online difficult
situations effectively.situations effectively.

We conducted a nationwide online survey covering two thousand (2000)We conducted a nationwide online survey covering two thousand (2000)
youth (aged 18 years & above) to gauge the impact of the youthyouth (aged 18 years & above) to gauge the impact of the youth
accessing internet and their awareness of digital safety.accessing internet and their awareness of digital safety.

We would like to take this opportunity and share some results with you!We would like to take this opportunity and share some results with you!  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MMqMPH8Psz5izQdfganpJBTgK0W6BFfu/view
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O U T  O F  2 , 0 0 0  R E S P O N D E N T S :



78.3%  are  female

21 .4% are  male  
&

0.3% preferred not  to  say  
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W H E N  A S K E D  A B O U T  T H E  E X I S T IN G  G E N DE R  G A P  IN  TH E DIG IT A L
W O R L D

A l i t t le  more  than 70% of  the  part ic ipants  fel t  that
gender  gap does  ex ist  in  the  d ig i ta l  world .  Whi le ,
around 10% of  the  part ic ipants  fel t  that  i t  does  not .
Perhaps ,  around 18% weren' t  sure .  
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90% of  our  part ic ipants  sa id  that  they  bel ieve  there
should  be  equal  representat ion  in  d ig i ta l  spaces .  Whi le
a  meager  3% bel ieved that  there  shouldn' t  be ;  and
around 6% were  not  sure  of  i ts  importance.  

W H E N  A S K E D  A B O U T  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  E Q U A L  RE PR ES EN TA TIO N  IN
O N L I N E  S P A C E S :
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Only  around 7 .9% part ic ipants  feel  that  lack  of  access  is  a
reason.  Whi le  16% of  the  part ic ipants  place the  reason to  be
social  norms and more  than 10% feel  that  negat ive  onl ine
exper iences  results  in  the  gap in  gender  in  the  onl ine  world .
However ,  around 49% part ic ipants  feel  that  gender-gap on
dig i ta l  spaces  is  due to  the  culminat ion  of  a l l  the  reasons .  

W H E N  A S K E D  A B O U T  T H E  R E A S O N  F O R  T H E  G E N D ER GA P  IN  O N L IN E
W O R L D :
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60% of  the  part ic ipants  fel t  that  women and g i r ls  are
targeted more  on  onl ine  spaces .  Whi le ,  a  l i t t le  more  than
8% feel  that  i t ' s  not  the  case;  and around 22% part ic ipants
feel  that  the  target  may or  may not  be  gender-speci f ic .  

W H E N  A S K E D  A B O U T  IF  W O M E N  A N D  G IR L S  A R E TA RGET ED M O RE
T H A N  M E N  A N D  B O Y S  O N  O N L IN E  P L A TFO R M S :  



8

42% of  the  part ic ipants  fel t  that  the  Gender  Gap in  the  d ig i ta l
world  prohib i ts  access  to  educat ional  opportuni t ies ,  inh ib i ts
economic  advancement ,  e l iminates  opportuni t ies  for  soc ial
connect ,  enterta inment  and le isure  act iv i t ies  are  missed,  and
increases  Gender-Gap in  the  real  world .  Whi le  16 .5% youth  do
not  know about  any  setbacks .     

W H E N  A S K E D  A B O U T  T H E  B IG G E S T  S E T B A C K  C R EA TE D B Y G EN D ER
G A P  IN  D IG I T A L  W O R L D :
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W H E N  A S K E D  A B O U T  W A Y S  T O  IM P R O V E  P A R TIC IP A T IO N  O F G IRL S
A N D  W O M E N  O N  O N L I N E  P L A T F O RM S :

More than 50% part ic ipants  suggest  ways  to  improve
part ic ipat ion  of  women and g i r ls  -  through address ing ex ist ing
social  norms,  impart ing  onl ine  safety/dig i tal  c i t izenship
educat ion ,  enabl ing  part ic ipatory  envi ronment  for  a l l  genders
genders ,  ensur ing vo ice  of  a l l  communit ies  in  pol icy  format ion ,
and by  work ing in  tandem to  ensure  equal  part ic ipat ion .
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8 8 . 6 % y o u t h  w h o  p a r t ic i p a t e d  in  t h e  s u rv e y  a re  p os i t ive  t o  j o i n  th e
c a m p a i g n  t o  e n s u re  a  g e n d e r  e q u a l ,  s afe  a n d  s e cu re  d ig i t a l  w o rld .    

W H E N  A S K E D  A B O U T  J O IN IN G  T H E  C A M P A IG N  TO  E N S U R E G EN D ER
E Q U A L  S A F E  A N D  S E C U R E  D IG ITA L  W O RL D :



Conclusion

Im p r o v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s
t h ro u g h  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s o c ia l  n o r m s
F o c u s  o n  o n l i n e  s a f e t y  a n d  d i g i t a l  l i t e ra c y
e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a  g e n d e r e d  l e n s
E n a b l i n g  t h e  v o i c e  o f  m a rg i n a l i z e d
c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  p o l i c y  f o r m a t i o n  t o  b u i l d  a n
e q u a l  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  o n l i n e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h e  p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y  w a s  t o  e n c a p s u l a t e  t h e
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  ( 2 0 0 0 )  y o u t h  a c r o s s  In d i a  o n  t h e
i s s u e  o f  g e n d e r - b a s e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  v i o l e n c e
o n  d i g i t a l  s p a c e s .  M o s t  n o t a b l y ,  t h e  r e a s o n s  o f  t h e
( e x i s t i n g )  g e n d e r  g a p  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e q u a l
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  o n l i n e  s p a c e s .  

T h e  s u r v e y  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s  a re
t a r g e t e d  m o r e  t h a n  m e n  a n d  b o y s  o n  o n l i n e
p l a t f o rm s ,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  r e s u l t s  i n  g e n d e r - g a p
b e i n g  t h e  b i g g e s t  s e t b a c k  b o t h  o n l i n e  a n d  i n  t h e
r e a l  w o r l d .

T o  e n s u r e  g e n d e r  e q u a l  a n d  s a f e  o n l i n e  s p a c e s ,
w e  h a v e  t o :


